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Borough  Health  Ofeice, 
5  Martin  Street, 
Stafford. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


May,  1949. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  vou  the  74th  Annual 

%j 

Report  on  the  health  of  the  people  and  the  sanitary  eon- 
dition  of  your  Borough.  The  report  complies  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
3/49,  dated  17th  January,  1949. 

As  intimated  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  all  those 
services  previously  administered  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  were,  on  July  5th,  cither  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  County  Council  or  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 


Statistics. —  The  Registrar-Cmneral  has  estimated  the 
population  of  Stafford  to  be  37,560 — an  increase  of  1,980, 
which  is  exceptionally  high,  indicating  the  industrial 
expansion  taking  place  and  the  pressure  for  housing  which 
exists  in  the  Borough. 

The  year  has  been  good  from  a  statistical  point  of  view. 
A  general  death  rate  of  9 . 1  per  1 ,000  compares  with  one  of 
10.7  for  the  whole  of  the  smaller  towns  in  the  country,  and 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  27,  as  against  a  figure  of  32  for 
the  smaller  towns,  may  be  considered  to  be  very  satis¬ 
factory.  The  latter  rate  has  only  once  been  equalled,  when 
in  1944  a  similar  rate  was  returned.  The  average  rate  for 
the  last  ten  years  was  47  per  1,000  births  (see  table  page  37). 

Unfortunately — because  they  are  so  often  preventable — 
there  w^as  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  road 
accidents  ;  nine  were  reported  this  year  as  against  two  for 
1947. 

Infectious  Disease.  —  The  year  1948  passed  without  a 
case  of  Diphtheria.  In  view  of  this  important  event,  a  short 
account  of  the  history  of  the  disease,  including  its  epidemics 
and  its  gradual  decline  in  mortality,  is  set  out  on  page  32 
of  the  report. 


There  was,  however,  an  inerease  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  and  Measles  was  also  prevalent. 


Housing. —  Progress  made  in  the  housing  of  the  people 
at  the  periphery  of  the  Borough,  combined  with  the  rapid 
deterioration  of  old  propert}^  in  the  centre,  raised  the  question 
of  co-ordination,  so  that  plans  could  be  formulated  as  to  the 
future  re-development  of  the  centre  of  the  town.  To  ensure 
this,  the  Health  Department  had  to  receive  guidance  as  to 
those  areas  which  should  receive  priority,  so  that  when  the 
IMinister  removes  the  ban  on  the  demolition  of  houses, 
action  will  be  prompt,  orderly,  and  in  line  with  any  re¬ 
development  scheme  the  Council  ivill  have  approved.  To 
that  end,  a  combined  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committees  was  asked  for,  met,  and  considered 
the  reports  submitted  to  them  by  the  Health  Department, 
and,  in  addition  to  other  decisions,  it  was  agreed  that  a 
commencement  be  made  bv  dealing  with  their  own  unfit 
})ropcrty. 


The  Council  have  erected  a  substantial  number  of  houses 
— rents  have  been  pooled,  and  a  “  Points  ”  scheme  for  the 
selection  of  tenants  is  in  operation.  The  allocation  of  houses 
by  the  awarding  of  points  has  been  modified  from  time  to 
time,  but  there  are  still  some  who  are  not  satisfied.  This  can 
be  expected,  for,  until  all  reasonable  demands  are  met,  the 
only  final  and  satisfactory  solution  is  the  provision  of  more 
houses,  which  the  Council  is  doing  as  expeditiously  as  they 
can.  Provision  of  houses  is  one  step,  and  there  yet  remains 
another — Home  IManagement. 


House  Management,  in  addition  to  the  selection  of 
families  and  their  welfare,  includes  the  economical  use  of 
houses  already  in  existence.  To  that  end,  a  survey  of  all 
Council  Houses  might  be  made,  and  the  larger  families 
allocated  to  the  larger  and  oft  time  cheaper  houses,  for  in 
some  of  the  properties  there  are  families  who  have  grown  up 
and  the  children  have  left,  leaving  only  a  nucleus  consisting 
of  the  “  old  folk.”  It  is  true  that  it  may  be  harsh  to  uproot 
a  man  and  his  wife  after  long  residence,  but  there  is  a  need, 
and  the  community,  through  subsidies,  etc.,  has  a  right  to 
make  the  best  provision  ]:)ossiblc  of  the  resources  at  its 
disposal.  As  to  family  welfare,  there  is  a  movejment  which 
will  meet  the  need  if  it  goes  forward,  and  that  is  the  use  of 
the  Health  Visitor,  already  well  known  and  accepted, 


modified  in  the  future  by  an  adaptation  of  her  traiiung  so 
that  she  will  have  a  social  worker’s  training  grafted  on  to 
her  medical  background. 

Other  matters,  mentioned  more  fully  in  previous 
annual  reports,  affecting  the  well  being  of  the  people,  and 
which  may  well  be  considered  as  of  extreme  importance, 
and  indeed  of  urgency,  may  be  briefly  listed,  as — Replace¬ 
ment  of,  or  extension  of,  Sewage  Works  and  Sewers — The 
installation  of  a  Refuse  Destructor,  and  the  extension  of, 
or  duplication  of,  the  Baths. 

I  desire  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  members 
of  the  Committee  for  the  help  and  courtesy  given  me  through¬ 
out  the  }'ear,  and  also  to  my  colleagues  and  members  of  my 
Staff  thanks  arc  due  for  their  help  at  all  times. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


II.  B.  BINKS. 


* 


REPORT 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borougli  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,089  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population, 
mid-1948  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948) 
according  to  Rate  Books  . 

Rateable  value  (31st  March,  1948)  .  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1947- 
1948)  . 

*The  total  of  10,009  inhabited  houses  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Houses  . 9,675 

Farm  houses  .  18 

Shops  with  living  accommodation  . .  .  .  316 


37,560 

10,009* 

£227,368 

£906 


Social  Conditions. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done  before  the  housing  of  the 
people  is  completed,  and  this  includes  the  re-housing  of  those 
in  poor  properties,  but  employment  remains  very  good  as  is 
indicated  in  the  following  survey  which  is  supplied  by  Mr. 
Arnold,  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange. 

“As  already  stated  in  the  local  press  ‘  1948  was  a  grand 
year  for  local  industries.’  There  has  been  no  slackening  in 
the  productive  effort  of  Stafford,  and  employment  is,  in 
fact,  at  a  higher  level  than  twelve  months  ago.  Provided 
supplies  of  essential  materials  and  fuel  remain  adequate, 
there  is  no  reason  why  Stafford  industries  should  not  continue 
to  be  very  busy. 
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“Approximate  numbers  employed  in  the  main  industries, 
trades,  and  oeeupations  in  Staflbrd  are  as  under  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Electrical  Engineering . 

4,350 

1,100 

5,450 

Shoe  Manufacture . 

General  and  Agricultural 

600 

850 

1,450 

Engineering  . 

1,600 

250 

1,850 

Abrasive  Wheel  Manufacture 

1,050 

350 

1,400 

Wood  Heel  Manufacture 

100 

70 

170 

Distributive  Trades  . 

Local  Government  Service  (esti- 

900 

830 

1,730 

mate  only) . 

Sawmilling  and  Machine  Wood- 

800 

400 

*1,200 

working  . 

Concrete  Reinforcement  Manu- 

200 

25 

225 

facture  .  . 

400 

200 

600 

Salt  Manufacture . 

250 

50 

300 

Building  .  .  . 

1,100 

•20 

1,120 

Hospitals  . 

200 

420 

620 

National  Government  (Estimate) .  . 

450 

500 

950 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  . 

12,000 

5,065 

17,065 

^Includes  about  750  persons  engaged  in  Education  and 
County  Administration . ’ ’ 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  ..  18.2 

Registered  live  births  : — 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

654 

.  .  330 

.  .  324 

Illegitimate 

32 

17 

15 

686 

347 

339 

1 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) births  32 


Stillbirths  : — 

Total 

Males 

F  emales 

liCgitimate 

19  ' 

10 

9 

Illegitimate 

4 

•  • 

4 

— 

— 

— 

23 

10 

13 

7 

Death  Rate  (crude)  per  1,000  estimated  population  9 . 1 


Deaths  : — - 


Males 

•  •  •  • 

183 

Females  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

162 

Total 

•  •  •  « 

345 

Principal  causes  of 

death,  their 

number, 

and  their 

percentage  : — 

IN  umber  IN  umber 

Percentage 

1947 

1948 

of  whole 

Heart  Disease 

139 

119 

.  34 . 5 

Cancer 

59 

52 

15.0 

Bronchitis,  Pneumoni 
etc. 

a, 

42  .  . 

29 

8.3 

Tuberculosis  (all 

forms) 

20 

10 

2.9 

Prematurity.  . 

5 

7 

2.0 

Road  Deaths 

2 

9 

2.G 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.41 

Maternal  Deaths  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  0 

Other  maternal  causes  .  .  1 

Total  .  .  .  .  1 


Infantile  Death  Rate  (all  infants  per  1,000  live 
births)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  27 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  27 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

of  age  : — 

Total 

Males 

F  emales 

Legitimate 

.  .  18 

•  10  .  . 

8 

Illegitimate 

.  .  1  .  . 

•  • 

1 

19 

10 

9 

s 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  1 

,j  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  0 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of 

age)  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Births. — The  total  number  of  registered  live  births  for 
the  year  was  686,  347  males  and  339  females  (See  table, 
page  37). 

The  birth  rate  at  18.2  remains  above  the  pre-war  level. 

The  difference  between  686  registered  and  the  906 
notified  live  births  is  due  to  the  number  of  babies  born  to 
non-resident  mothers,  and  amounts  to  24.2%  of  the  total 
notified  births.  In  the  Maternity  Homes  and  Institutions 
527  live  and  still  births  took  place. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  345  as 
against  418  last  year. 

The  lowering  of  tlie  death  rate  has  not  been  due  to  any 
one  single  cause  but  to  a  general  decrease  from  all  causes, 
and  the  only  exceptions  have  been  those  deaths  attributed 
to  road  traffic  accidents  and  to  a  lesser  degree  those  due  to 
prematurity. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Nineteen  babies  died  in  their  first  year  of  life.  Of 
these,  five  died  in  their  own  homes,  eleven  were  either  born 
in  Hospital  or  had  been  removed  there  prior  to  death,  two 
died  in  a  Maternity  Home,  and  one  was  found  abandoned. 

Four  of  the  six  children  dving  of  Pneumonia  had  been 
removed  to  Hospital  prior  to  death. 

The  causes  undcrlving  the  deaths  of  babies  in  the  first 
four  weeks  of  life  are  similar  to  those  which  are  the  cause  of 
still  births,  and,  as  intimated  in  my  report  last  year,  are 
frequently  assessed  together.  They  generally  include 
causes  acting  through  the  mother,  and  probably  operating 
prior  to  birth.  On  the  other  hand,  inHhe  deaths  of  babies 
over  four  weeks  of  age  these  factors  decline  in  importance, 
and  Respiratory  and  Gastric  intestinal  infections  become 
more  frequent,  and  thus  environment  comes  into  greater 
prominence. 


in  1944,  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  27  is  very  satisfactory. 

DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  — 2  weeks 

j  2 — .3  weeks 

x: 

X 

a; 

is 

! 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1 — 3  months 

3 — 6  months 

6— -9  months 

9 — 1 2  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity  .  . 
Pneumonia  and 

6 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

6 

Influenzal  Meninejitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

,  — 

1 

Accidental  Asphyxia 

] 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

- — - 

1 

CongenitalDeformitv 
Tntra- cranial 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- - - 

— 

' 

1 

haemorrhage 

1 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

AcuteGastro-ente’tis 

- - - 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Inattention  at  Birth 

1 

, — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

10 

— 

1 

— 

11 

1 

3 

4 

— 

19 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  National  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is 
directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  and  the  examination  of  clinical  material  (sputum, 
swabs,  etc.)  is  carried  out  at  their  laboratory  in  Martin 
Street.  The  analysis  of  water,  milk,  and  foodstuffs  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Analyst.  Lt.-Col.  Phease,  the 
Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  the  County 
Analyst,  Mr.  Houlbrooke,  have  given  me  their  willing 

assistance  and  advice  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  bacteriological  reports  were  received  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  following  : — 

Swabs  examined  for  Diphtheria  bacilli  .  .  .  .  1,160 

Other  Swabs .  16 

Virulence  Test  (Diphtheria) .  — 

Blood  for  Agglutination  Tests  .  7 

Faeces  .  56 

Urine  .  5 


Pus 


10 


Cerebro-spinal  fluid 
Sputum  for  Tubercle  bacilli  . 
Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis) 
Other  examinations 


118 

3 

41 


10 


Ambulance  Service. 

The  total  number  of  journeys  up  to  July  4th  was  41 1 
eovering  4,483  miles.  An  analysis  of  the  ealls  is  set  out 
below  : — 


Time  of  Call 

Nature  of  Call 

Public 

Assist¬ 

ance 

Ill¬ 

ness 

Infect¬ 

ious 

Acci¬ 

dent 

Mat¬ 

ernity 

Others 

Total 

8  a.m. — 12  noon 

12 

62 

9 

12 

6 

n 

112 

12  noon — 5  p.m. 

24 

110 

29 

13 

3 

8 

187 

5  p.m. — 10  p.m. 

1 

.52 

16 

6 

6 

4 

85 

10  p.m. — 8  a.m. 

1 

16 

— 

7 

3 

— 

27 

38 

240 

54 

38 

18 

23 

411 

Mileage:  KRF  604—3,380  Mileage:  ERF  962—1,103 


Until  May,  when  the  Austin  Amublance  returned  to 
serviee,  the  work  was  performed  by  one  ambulanee,  and, 
when  neeessary,  the  seheme  of  Mutual  Help  reported  on  in 
1947  functioned  satisfactorily.  On  the  5th  July,  1948,  the 
Service  was  taken  over  by  the  County  Council. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Tithe  Barn  Road. 

The  hosipital  is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Admissions  from  Stafford  Borough,  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  1948,  were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  .  .  .  .  1 

Purpura  Simplex  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Centre  is  open  daily  for  Minor  Ailments  from  9  to 
10  a.m.,  all  day  Monday  and  Wednesday  for  Welfare 
sessions,  and  on  Friday  morning  from  9  to  10.30  a.m.  for 
Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  Ministry  of  Food  arranged 
for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  vitamins,  etc.,  for  mothers 
and  babies  on  Welfare  days.  This  service  was  discontinued 
on  April  3rd,  1948,  and  transferred  to  Mount  Street. 

The  Stafford  Cripples  Centre  is  open  daily,  and  is  housed 
at  the  Welfare  Centre. 
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The  following  is  a  brief  suininary  of  attendances  t — 

Average  for 
previous  hve  ^th  July) 
years  1947  1948 

(1)  Total  number  of  attendances  dur¬ 
ing  the  year 

(i)  by  children  under  one  year  of 

age .  7210  7120  3230 

(ii)  by  children  between  the  ages  of 

one  and  five  years  .  3411  2945  1420 


(2)  Total  number  of  children  who  at¬ 
tended  at  the  Centre  during  the 
year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their 
first  attendance  were  : — 

(i)  under  one  year  of  age 

(ii)  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five 

vears  . 

(3)  Total  number  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  who  attended  at  the 
Centre  during  the  year  and  who  at 
the  end  of  the  vear  were  : — 

(i)  under  one  year  of  age 

(ii)  over  one  year  of  age . 

(4)  Percentage  of  notified  live  births 
represented  by  the  number  in  (2)  (i) 


434 

463 

242 

39 

29 

11 

387 

433  — 

663 

643  — 

)3.3 

51.4  48.9 

Minor  Ailments. — 

Attendances. — 1946  New  cases  . .  194  Revisits  . .  598 

1947  „  „  195  „  ..  479 

Up  to  4th  July  1948  ,,  .  93  „  . .  327 


Baby  Day. 

The  following  account  of  the  Celebrations  is  contributed 

by  jMiss  Birch  : — 

« 

“  The  Baby  Day  Celebrations  were  held  on  Wednesday, 
June  30t]i,  1948.  Owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  the 
proceedings  took  place  in  the  Market  Hall.  About  250 
mothers  and  children  attended.  At  the  commencement, 
the  mothers  and  guests  were  welcomed  by  Councillor 
Murrev,  Chairman  of  the  jMaternitv  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee. 


“  The  Blunier  wShicld,  which  is  awarded  to  tlic  child 
who  lias  made  the  best  progress  during  the  year  in  spite  of 
adverse  conditions,  was  presented  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman 
Mrs.  Turney,  to  Colin  Tmmicliffe.  The  runners-up,  Veronica 
Tushingham  and  Robert  Shearing,  received  Savings  Cer¬ 
tificates. 


“  The  Mothcreraft  Certificates  were  presented  by 
('ouneillor  Mrs.  Cotterill,  and  the  Attendance  Certificates  by 
the  Maj'oress. 


“  Addresses  were  given  by  Dr.  A.  (b  Arnold,  the  ad¬ 
judicator  of  the  Shield  award,  and  also  by  Dr.  Rinks,  who 
stressed  that  the  young  mother  must  learn  that  early  moral 
control  of  the  child  made  for  the  ultimate  happiness  of  the 
child,  and,  in  general,  of  family  life. 


“  The  Viee-C'hairman  (Councillor  Mrs.  \Villiams)  thanked 
Mie  Aid  Committee  of  the  Ciuild  of  Social  Welfare  and  the 
Voluntary  Workers  for  their  help  during  the  year,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  also  accorded  to  the  Mayor,  Mayoress,  and 
Chairman. 


“  The  Celebrations  concluded  with  a  Punch  and  Judy 
Show,  and  a  tea.” 


Ante-natal  Care. 

Medical  Practitioners  carried  out  under  your  Maternity 
Domiciliary  Scheme  : — 

1947 

Primary  ante-natal  examinations  .  .  .  .  ‘287 

Secondary  ante-natal  examinations .  .  ..  168 

Ante-natal  eases  seen  for  a  third  time  .  .  8 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  ante-natally  ex¬ 
amined  and  of  cases  post-natally  examined  : — 

Ante-natal  Post-natal 

1946  .  30-2  .  .  57 

^  947  ‘>87  77 

Up  to  4th  July  1948  ’.  !  ’  ’  *.  176  !  !  42 

The  percentage  of  total  notified  births  (live  and  still) 
represented  by  the  total  number  of  women. 

Ante-natal  Post-natal 


1946  .  34.4  ..  6.5 

1 947  .  31 .0  .  .  8 . 3 


Up  to  4th  July  1948  .  34.7  ..  8.2 


(Up  to 
4th  July) 

1948 

176 

105 

3 


Recommendations  : — 


(Up  to 
4th  July) 

1947  1948 

Doctor  to  be  present  at  confinement  2  .  .  2 

Further  ante-natal  examinations  .  .  170  .  .  86 

Specialist’s  opinion  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  .  .  2 

Admission  to  Hospital  .  0  .  .  1 

Confinement  to  take  place  in  Hospital  0  .  .  1 

Dental  treatment  .  9  .  .  5 

Post-natal  Examinations  : — 

Number  of  eases  found  to  be  ab¬ 
normal  in  some  respect  .  .  .  .  25  .  .  14 


Emergency  Arrangements. — No  change  was  made 
during  the  year. 

Up  to  the  4th  Jidy,  1948,  tlie  services  of  tlie  Consultant 
were  required  on  twenty-five  occasions,  in  respect  of  28 
patients.  Hospital  treatment  was  necessary  in  12  cases. 

Home  Helps. — Four  cases  were  assisted  up  to  the  4th 
July,  1948. 

Maternity  Beds. 

The  Council  assumed  financial  responsibility  in  respect 
of  13  cases  which  had  been  admitted  to  Institutions  on 
account  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement  with  the  County  Public  Assistance 
Committee.  The  whole  eost  was  recoverable  from  the 
patient  in  11  cases  and  part  of  the  cost  in  the  remainder. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  maternity  beds  distributed  as 
follows  : — 


Burton  House 

12 

IVIarston  Road  Hospital 

.  .  5 

Private  Nursing  Homes 

11 

Up  to  4th  July,  282  babies  were  born  in  Nursing 
Homes,  ete.,  approximately  57%  of  all  babies  born  in  the 
Borough. 


Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  : — 

To  expectant  mothers  : —  1947 

First  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  159 

Total  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  244 


To  children  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

First  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  742 

Total  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3589 


(Up  to 
4th  July) 

1948 

118 

167 


474 

1949 


To  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and 

1948 

1948 

five  years 

4798  . . 

2464 

Inquiries  into  infant  deaths 

27  .  . 

7 

Inquiries  into  stillbirths 

16  .  . 

9 

Home  Helps 

22  .  . 

9 

Unclassified  visits  .  . 

1 407  . . 

628 

Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  1  of  the  Children’s  Act, 
1^)08,  as  amended  bv  the  Children  and  Young  Persons 
Act,  1932). 

No  cases  were  on  the  Register  and  there  were  none  up 
to  4th  July,  1948. 

This  section  was  transferred  to  the  Children’s  Care 
Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  report  by  the  County  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  F.  C. 
Winter,  shows  that  4  mothers  and  14  toddlers  were  referred 
for  treatment,  and  were  dealt  with  during  the  period  1/1/48 
to  4/7/48. 

Milk  and  Vitamins. 

The  distribution  centre  at  North  Walls  was  closed  dov/n 
in  April,  and  the  supply  of  milk  and  vitamins  to  mothers 
and  infants  was  transferred  to  premises  in  Mount  Street. 
The  Food  Executive  Officer  discloses  that  the  issues  of  Dried 
Milk  and  A.  &.  D.  Tablets  have  increased  in  the  Area  which 
includes  Stafford  Borough  and  Stafford  Rural  District. 


Total  Issues  of  Vitamins  during  1947  and  1948  (not 
INCLUDING  Issues  to  Institutions,  Camps,  etc.). 


1947 

1948 

Inerease 

Decrea 

National  Dried  Milk 

29,824 

34,937 

5,113 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

12,637 

11,905 

■ — - 

723 

A.  &  D.  Tablets 

2,480 

2,987 

507 

— 

Orange  Juice 

50,085 

44,535 

• — - 

5,550 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Sixtv-nine  cases  were  under  treatment  during  the 
period  1/1/48  to  4/7/48.  There  were  16  new  cases,  7  cases 
were  discharged,  2  attained  the  age  of  five  years  and  were 
transferred  to  the  Education  Committee,  9  ceased  to  attend 
chiefly  because  the  children  were  not  old  enough  to  under¬ 
stand  the  exercises,  and  2  left  the  town. 

The  Welfare  Committee  provided  this  treatment  free. 
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The  cost  to  this  Authority 

Clinic 

Hospital 

Up  to  4/7/48 


was  : — 

£  s.  d. 
96  4  0 

. .  132  10  2 


. .  £228  14  2 


The  cases  under  treatment  are  classified  as  follows 


Scoliosis 

2 

Congenital  deformities 

6 

Bow  legs 

18 

Knock  knees  (mostly  slight) 

22 

Talipes 

;) 

Other  foot  conditions 

9 

Contracture  of  fingers 

1 

No  abnormality 

2 

Other  conditions 

4 

Maternity  Home. 

On  July  5th  the  Hospital  Board  took  over,  but  the 
Borough  were  asked  to  continue  the  services  of  their  officers 
and  staff. 

Statistics. — These  figures  refer  to  bookings  from 
1/1/48  to  4/7/48. 

Lying-in  beds,  12. 

(1)  Cases  admitted,  95. 

(2)  Average  duration  of  stay  in  the  lying-in  wards,  14  days. 

(3)  Number  of  cases  delivered  by  doctors,  50  :  by  midwives 

45. 

(4)  Medical  assistance  was  sought  in  14  of  the  45  cases 

attended  by  mid  wives. 

(5)  Puerperal  pyrexia  cases,  1. 

(6)  81  babies  were  wholly  breast  fed  on  leaving  the  home. 

(7)  There  were  2  stillbirths.  In  both  cases  a  Doctor  was  in 

attendance. 

(7a)  Cancellations,  14. 

(8)  Outside  cases  numbered  19. 

(9)  Assessment  on  booking  averaged  £7  4s.  lOd.  per  week  per 

case  as  against  £6  18s.  6d.  for  1947. 

Riverside  Day  Nursery  (50  places). 

The  average  monthly  attendance  for  the  period  was  866. 
The  total  number  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  160. 
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A  cloetoi^  attends  tor  an  hour  each  week,  and  thus,  all 
children  are  medically  examined  approximately  four  or 
more  times  a  year. 

Medical  cases  referred  for  treatment  were  as  follow^s  : — 
E.N.T.  -  2.  Orthopaedic  -  4.  Ophthalmic  -  1. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  occurriiifr  during  the 

o  o 

year  were  as  follows 

Measles  6  (5),  Impetigo  2,  German  Measles  2,  Jaundice  1, 
Whooping  Cough  12  (9),  Chicken  Pox  8,  Mumps  6  (5). 

Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  numbers  applicable  to 
the  period  up  to  July  4th. 

Six  student  nurses  obtained  their  Nursery  Nurses’ 
Certificate.  The  Warden  and  one  helper  attended  a  course 
of  the  Child  Care  Reserve  at  Stoke-on-Trent. 

During  the  past  year  the  hygienic  control  of  the  premises 
and  care  of  the  children  has  been  emphasised. 

Information  from  the  Day  Nursery  and  Nursery  Classes 
show'  that  there  are  196  wmmen  on  the  w’^aiting  list,  of  whom 
114  live  North  of  Gaol  Square  and  63  to  the  South,  wdth  19 
living  out  of  the  Borough. 

Of  the  196,  64  live  within  a  half  mile  radius  of  the 
Riverside  Day  Nursery,  60  live  beyond  this  radius  to  the 
North,  and  53  to  the  South. 


Supply  of  Sheets  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in 
eonjunetion  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  issue  of 
coupon  certificates  to  expectant  mothers  wdiere  the  need  for 
sheets  is  certified  by  the  midw'ife  who  has  been  engaged  for 
the  confinement  in  the  patient’s  own  home,  were  continued. 
During  the  period,  1st  January,  1948,  to  4th  July,  1948, 
445  coupon  certificates  were  issued  to  149  applicants. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants.  Circular  20/44. 

Up  to  4th  July,  1948,  of  the  494  births  notified,  16 
Borough  babies  were  returned  as  having  been  under  5|lbs. 
in  W'eight. 

For  the  same  period,  2  babies  died  in  Hospital  and 
prematurity  was  given  as  the  cause  of,  or  one  of  the  causes 
of,  these  deaths. 
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The  position  as  to  the  earc  of  pfeniature  babies  reinaiiiecl 
the  same  as  last  year,  i.c.,  provision  of  speeial  (H)ts,  etc*., 
for  use  on  the  distriet,  and  the  serviees  of  a  Pediatrieian  for 
eonsultation,  but  no  special  Hospital  accommodation  is  as 
vet  available. 


A  table  has  been  drawn  up  indicating  the  survival  rate 
of  babies  of  different  weights  born  at  home  or  in  an  insti¬ 
tution  or  nursing  home.  Of  the  babies  born  prematurely, 
4  were  twin  babies  and  all  survived. 


Birth  weight 

Under  4  lbs. 

4- 

-5  lbs. 

5 — 

5|  lbs. 

Born 

Survived 

1  month 

Born 

Survived 

1  month 

Born 

Survived 

1  month 

Born  in  Hospital 

or  Nursing 

Home  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

V) 

Born  at  home 

fy 

o 

2 

5 

4 

5 

5 

Transferred  to 

Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

6 

5 

7 

7 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children.  Circular  2866.  ' 

This  section  was  transferred  to  the  Children’s  Care 
Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

Miss  Nash,  the  organising  Secretary  of  the  Lichfield 
Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  Work,  has  kindly 
supplied  me  with  the  following  particulars  : — 

“  Of  the  26  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Association  between 
January  1st  and  July  4th,  1948,  7  were  from  areas  outside 
the  Borough,  and  their  cases  will  be  reported  on  by  other 
Diocesan  Workers. 

“  The  remaining  19  cases  were  those  of  girls  whose 
homes  are  in  the  Borough  :  of  these,  7  had  their  babies  at 
home,  5  in  Hospital,  and  7  were  admitted  into  Diocesan 
Homes  and  their  babies  were  born  outside  the  Borough. 

“  Nine  mothers  kept  their  babies,  and  3  married  the 
putative  fathers,  and  appear  to  be  happily  settled.  Of  the 
remaining  seven  babies,  two  were  stillborn  and  five  were 
adopted  through  the  Association,  and  in  every  case  arc 
doing  well. 

“  Two  children  born  in  1947  (one  a  coloured  child)  have 
been  admitted  to  Children’s  Homes,  as  difficulties  arose 
making  it  impossible  for  the  mothers  to  keep  them. 
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Three  AHiliatlon  Orders  have  been  made  and  2  private 


agrecitients  arranged.  One  putative  father  made  a  satis- 
faetory  settlement  through  a  solieitor. 

“  On  July  .5th,  6  girls  who  were  expecting  babies  within 
the  next  three  months  were  under  care.  Four  of  these  were 
in  Diocesan  Homes  and  1  receiving  medical  treatment  in  a 
Special  Home  in  London. 

.  “  Several  old  cases  have  been  visited  and  many  mothers 
bring  their  babies  to  see  us.” 


Adoption. 

As  a  Welfare  Authority  we  had  dealt  with  8  babies  up 
to  July  4th,  1948,  in  response  to  requests  from  Adoption 
Societies  as  to  suitability  of  homes  of  prospective  foster- 
parents  and  the  keeping  under  observation  those  homes  where 
babies  have  been  placed  during  the  probationary  period 
pending  the  confirmation  of  the  adoption  order  by  the 
court. 

This  Section  has  been  transferred  to  the  Children’s 
Committee  of  the.Countv  Council. 

Glentworth  Hostel,  the  opening  of  which  by  the  W.V.S. 
was  reported  upon  in  an  earlier  report,  is  playing  a  useful 
part  in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  mothers  and  babies  pending 
their  ultimate  disposal. 

It  is  very  probable  that  this  home  will  be  taken  over  by 
the  County  Council. 


Royal  Brine  Baths. 

The  Superintendent’s  figures  given  below  indicate  that 
the  Baths  are  being  used  to  capacity,  and,  as  in  previous 
years,  support  the  view  that  there  is  a  need  for  an  extension 
of  the  Baths,  or,  alternatively,  for  its  duplication. 

The  Superintendent  keeps  a  check  on  the  free  Chlorine 
in  the  fresh  water  swim,  and,  from  time  to  time,  samples 
are  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 

“  Attendances  at  the  Royal  Brine  Baths  for  the  year 


were  : — 

Private  Brine  Baths  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,647 

Brine  Swimming  Bath  .  .  .  .  .  .  5,224 

Turkish  Baths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  952 

Freshwater  Slipper  Baths  .  .  .  .  .  .  30,427 

Swimming  Bath  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75,420 


“  Swimming  facilities  for  the  Schools  were  again  pro¬ 
vided.  23,036  attended  during  the  year.” 
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SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Fhigineer  informs  me  that  the  whole  of  the 
Borough  and  part  of  the  Stafford  Rural  Distriet,  amounting 
to  4(),()0()  aeres  with  an  estimated  population  of  42,000,  are 
supplied  by  the  Shugborough  and  Milford  Wells.  The 
eonsumption  of  water  per  head,  per  day,  for  the  year  ending 
the  31st  March,  1049,  was  22. 18  gallons  for  domestic  use  and 
20.54  for  trade  purposes. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  has  been  43%  below  the  average, 
and  there  is  a  marked  lowering  of  the  water  table  at  both 
Pumping  Stations. 

Water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  Burton  House  and  Moss 
Pit  estates. 

The  Health  Department  submit  samples  of  water  for 
analysis  at  regular  intervals.  In  all,  twenty-one  samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

One  sample  only  was  found  to  contain  B.  Coliform 
bacilli,  and,  on  a  repeat  sample  being  taken,  the  report  was 
“  no  Coliform  organisms  present.” 

Thirteen  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 
They  are  usually  taken  quarterly,  and  reports  covering  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  are  set  out  below. 


Paris  jjer  100,000 
Samples  taken  at 


To%vn 

IMilford 

Well 

Shiujborough 

Well 

Total  Solid  IMatter  dried  at  212°F 

17.50 

31.50 

15.50 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia . 

0 . 0028 

0.0016 

0.0004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia . 

0.0012 

0.0024 

0.0004 

Nitric  Nitrogen . 

0.16 

0.33 

0.16 

Chlorine . 

2.6 

6.3 

3.5 

Oxvf>;en  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F. 

Nil. 

0 . 009 

Nil. 

,\ppcaranee . 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Injurious  INIetallic  Contamination 

None 

None 

None 

pll  Value . 

7.4 

7.3 

7.3 

Hardness  before  Boiling  . 

8.10% 

14.4% 

'^.1% 

Hardness  after  Boiliiif^ . 

4.40% 

5.4% 

4.1% 

Tenn)orarv  Hardness . 

3.70% 

9.0% 

3.0% 

X.B. — Samples  taken  from  Milford  and  Shugborough — 
chlorination  was  discontinued  for  the  necessary  samples  to 
be  taken. 
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The  Laboratory  reports  tluit  the  water  had  no  solvent 
aetion  on  lead  in  24  hours. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

New  sewers  eompleted  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 
Sewage  sewers  .  .  720  lineal  yards 

Surfaee  water  sewers  .  .  1,512  lineal  yards 


2,232  lineal  yards 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  following 
note  : — 

“  The  deeision  to  provide  the  extra  aeeommodation 
needed  by  eonstriietion  of  an  entirely  new  sewerage  works 
has  now  been  taken  by  the  Couneil,  preliminary  layout 
plans  have  been  prepared  and  tentative  agreement  reached 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  as  to  the  land  which  is  to 
he  used.  It  is  hoped  that  the  detailed  scheme  will  l)c  placed 
before  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1949  and  that  permission 
will  be  given  for  an  early  start.” 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  by  a 
pedestal  type  of  W.C.  was  32. 

There  are  approximately  894  waste  water  closets  in  the 
Borougli,  42  pail  closets,  and  11  privy  middens.  The  drains 
of  138  houses  are  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer  but  dis¬ 
charge  into  cesspits. 

The  number  of  stoppages  amounted  to  886,  and  404 
of  this  number  were  in  connection  with  waste  water  closets. 

When  stoppages  are  found  to  be  caused  by  rags  or  other 
unsuitable  articles,  the  occupiers  are  warned  by  letter  as  to 
their  responsibility  regarding  the  use  of  closets  and  drains. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  are  kept  under  observation,  and  generally  only 
pollution  of  a  minor  character  occurs  and  is  dealt  with  on  the 
spot  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  concerned.  There  were, 
however,  instances  of  ])ollution  from  trade  waste  by  two 
industries  which  have  offended  in  the  past.  One  required 


olllciai  action  l)y  the  ihiblic  IlcaUii  Conunlttcc 
abatciucnt  was  secured. 


be lure 


Sewers. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  sewage  works  is  overloaded 
and  that  the  sew'ers  in  the  town  likewise  are  constantly 
surcharged,  but  it  is  not  generally  realised  that  the  addi¬ 
tional  houses  being  erected  are  intensifying  a  disgusting 
form  of  nuisance  in  certain  parts  of  the  town.  In  fact,  the 
very  need  for  more  houses  places  the  claims  for  larger  sewers 
and  sewage  works  as  a  priority  measure. 

The  County  Council  take  periodic  samples  of  river 
water  both  above  and  below  the  effluent  outfall  of  the  Sewage 
Works  and  of  the  effluent  water  from  the  activated  sludge 
plant.  There  were  no  samples  taken  after  June  owing  to 
high  water  levels  in  the  latter  part  of  1948.  The  following 
are  the  reports  on  the  samples  taken  in  June  : — 


100  yards  above 
effluent  outfall 

Effluent  water 

1 00  yards  below 
effluent  outfall 

Parts  per  100,000  ^ 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at 

212°F . 

225.5 

112.6 

214.0 

of  which  in  suspension 

Nil 

2.6 

Nil 

Mineral  suspended  matter 

Nil 

0.4 

Nil 

Orgahic  suspended  matter 

Nil 

2.2 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.045 

4.61 

0.92 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.024 

0.329 

0.079 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0.10 

Nil 

0.05 

Chlorine 

88.0 

40.0 

84.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours 
at  80°  F  . . 

0.32 

2.20 

0.60 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed 
in  5  davs  at  65°F 

0.32 

5.42 

1.11 

Incubation  test 

Satisfactory 

Putrescent 

Satisfactory 

Smoke  Abatement  (Industrial  Chimneys). 

Observations  have  been  made,  and,  where  necessary,  by 
interviews,  improvement  in  emission  has  taken  palce. 

For  number  of  observations  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
see  table  on  next  page. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  tabular  statement  opposite  contains  the  numbers  and 
nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  with 
the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  result  of  such  notices. 


No. 

t 

of 

Notices. 

t 

O 

c  .2 

05 

4^ 

O 

i 

nformal 

1 

Not 

coni] 

wi 

ices 

ilicd 

th 

H-l  4-i 

Hi 

Hi 

1 

C/J 

2 

1 

2 

Dwelijnghouses  : — 
Repairs  to  dwellin£;houses 

1704 

350 

189 

14 

153 

14 

Houses  requiring  cleans- 

ing  and  verminous  houses 

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  . 

145 

86 

66 

— 

52 

— 

House  drainage  defects  .  . 

967 

79 

71 

— 

63 

— 

R  ecept  acles  f or  hou  se  refuse 

282 

62 

61 

30 

29 

29 

Accumulation  of  refuse  .  . 

29 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Ovprfrrf>\vrlino“  . 

252 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

Water  supplv  . 

39 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workshops .  . 

27 

2 

- — - 

2 

— 

Bakehouses  . 

22 

2 

2 

2 

_ 

Slaughterhouses . 

792 

— 

— 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

f^ffpnsivp  .... 

60 

G 

3 

3 

— 

3 

Cowsheds  . 

28 

2 

2 

2 

. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  .... 

72 

— 

— 

Piggeries  and  Stables  .... 

83 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Shops  or  premises  where 

food  is  sold  or  prepared  . . 

273 

15 

15 

— 

15 

— 

Market  Ins})ections  . 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Shops  . 

71 

— 

— 

— 

• — - 

— 

Cinemas . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Closet  stoppages  . 

• — 

1290 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  infectious  cases  .  . 

334 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stnokp  niiisjmccs  . 

34 

4 

4 

4 

_ 

Other  nuisances  . 

155 

9 

9 

1 

7 

1 

River  Pollution . 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rehousing  Visits  . 

988 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unclassified  visits  . 

151 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■■  ■  - 

6759 

1915 

429 

45 

337 

44 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  an  owner  of  four 
dwelling  houses  to  abate  nuisances  under  Section  92  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  Magistrates  made  a 
“  Nuisance  Order,”  and  imposed  a  fine  of  £10  with  4  guineas 
costs. 

As  a  result  of  notices  served.  Number  75a,  Foregate 
Street  was  demolished  as  unsafe  for  occupation. 

Four  houses,  Numbers  7,  8,  9,  10,  Field  Place,  Broad 
Eye,  were  also  demolished.  A  wooden  hut  in  Victoria 
Terrace  was  closed  as  being  no  longer  fit  for  human  habitation. 
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Factory  Act,  193^. 

].— INSPECTIONS. 


• 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to 
he  enforced  by  Local  An- 

tlmritipsj  . 

19 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
ill  (i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Imcal  Au¬ 
thority  . 

120 

19 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
liOcal  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) .... 

4 

11 

Total . 

143 

38 

— 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Refe 
to  H.IM. 
Inspector 

rred 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

nf*  dIdd iiliilPSS . 

5 

4 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

I  'nreasonable  tempera- 

Fiir/^  . 

lnadc()uate  ventilation.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
lloors  . 

- 

_ _ 

_ 

- 

Sanitary  conv^eniences — 
fa)  Insufficient  . 

__ 

__ 

—  -M 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  . 

7 

5 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  . 

■ 

_ 

■ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) . 

() 

4 

To  led  . 

18 

13 

i 

_ 

The  number  of  out-workers  in  the  August  list  required 
by  Section  l]()(l)(c)  was  4  engaged  in  the  making,  etc., 
of  wearing  apparel. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  12 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  .  24 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  .  .  .  .  .  .  .30 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  houses  is  being  efteeted 
by  the  extensive  use  of  D.D.T.  powder  and  preparations 
containing  at  least  5%  D.D.T.  in  solution. 

The  public  are  making  increasing  use  of  this  department 
for  advice  and  treatment  of  these  nuisances.  When  advice 
is  asked  for,  instruction  is  given,  and  the  public  is  informed 
that,  as  most  proprietary  insecticides  now  contain  D.D.T., 
there  is  no  excuse  for  them  to  harbour  vermin  or  insects 
on  their  premises.  The  use  of  this  insecticide  in  one  form 
or  another  can  be  extended  to  manure  and  rePuse  lieaps  and 
also  to  stal)lcs  and  cowsheds. 

All  tenants  that  arc  allocated  Corj)oration  houses  arc 
visited  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  their  rooms  are  examined 
for  any  vermin  infestation.  A  clearance  certificate  is  then 
issued  to  the  appropriate  Department  before  re-housing. 
Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  this  purpose  numbered  770. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Engineer. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  keeping 
the  refuse  tips  free  of  rat  infestation,  and  also  for  the  control 
of  the  tips  against  flies,  crickets,  etc. 

In  the  spring  of  each  year  the  ti])S  at  Riverway  and 
Silkmore  are  extensively  dusted  with  Gammexane  powder. 
This  'treatment  is  then  followed  on  one  day  a  week  during 
the  summer  months  wlien  the  week’s  added  tipping  is  dealt 
with. 

The  method  has  now  been  in  use  for  three  years,  and  is 
found  to  be  most  effective.  No  complaint  regarding  lly  or 
other  nuisances  has  been  received  from  householders  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  tips. 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  two  offensive  trades  on  the  Register  consist  of  1  rag 
and  bone  merchant  and  1  gut  scraper. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Quantity  of  prepared  poison  bait  eaten  by  rats 


Containing  Arsenic  .  2  lbs.  10  oz. 

Containing  Zinc  Phosphide .  7  lbs.  14  oz. 

Containing  Red  Squill . 28  lbs.  0  oz. 


Total  amount  eaten  .  .  .  .  88  lbs.  8  oz. 


Conservative  estimate  of  rats  killed  durintj  the  vear, 
1,277. 

The  Local  Authority  became  responsible  for  the  des¬ 
truction  of  rats  within  the  Borough  in  October,  1948,  and  the 
following  figures  are  a  conservative  estim^itc  of  the  number 


of  rats  killed  : — 

1948  (8  months) .  1,978 

1944  8,019 

1945  8,678 

1946  1,414 

1947  ..'  .  1,026 

1948  1,277 


12,987 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  reported  that  there  has 
been  an  accelerated  deterioration  of  house  property  during 
the  last  ten  years,  and  that  dampness  due  to  condensation 
has  become  very  frequent. 

Briefly,  this  has  come  about  through  the  changing 
habits  of  the  people — the  substitution  of  modern  appliances 
in  place  of  the  open  range,  and  rationing  in  place  of  abundance 
of  coal.  Without  adequate  heat  houses  are  closed  up — 
ventilation  restricted,  and  the  humid  air  deposits  its  moisture 
on  the  cold  walls  and  surfaces  of  the  house.  This  condition 
is  worsened  by  the  products  of  combustion  emanating  from 
badly  sited  and  fhieless  appliances  used  for  heating  and 
cooking  and  which  are  being  more  and  more  brought  into  use. 

The  problem  is  one  of  considerable  complexity  and  of 
growing  importance  as  condensation  has  been  frequently 
observed  in  the  newer  houses,  and  it  will  recjiiirc  all  the 
resources  of  our  planners  to  provide  for,  not  only  as  to  the 
positioning  of  the  heating,  cooking  and  water  heating 
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appliances,  but  also  as  to  the  elheient  design  of  the  houses 
in  respect  of  adequacy  as  to  heating,  ventilation,  and  insu¬ 
lation  against  heat  loss. 

The  following  table  (supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager) 
gives  the  housing  position  in  March,  1949.  The  portion  of 
the  table  referring  to  lodgers  and  sub-tenants  may  be  taken 
as  an  index  of  irksome  and  irritating  conditions. 


No.  ill  family 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Over  8 

Total 

Householders 

93 

269 

276 

141 

58 

26 

16 

7 

886 

I^odgers  and 
sub-tenants 

— 

534 

455 

139 

26 

9 

3 

7 

1173 

— 

627 

724 

415 

167 

67 

29 

23 

7 

2059 

1 948  Totals 

72 

1097 

1 006 

455 

191 

71 

32 

13 

10 

2947 

The  programme  of  work  accomplished,  and  in  process 


of  being  accomplished,  is  set  out  in  a  report  given  below  by 

the  Surveyor  : — 

• 

“(a)  (i)  Number  of  houses  erected  by 

Corporation  during 

1948 

Silkmore 

96 

Holmcroft 

72 

Greensome  &  Doxey 

190 

Moss  Pit 

69 

427 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  erected  by  other 

developers  during  1948 

English  Electric  Co. 

Ltd. 

44 

Count}^  Council 

6 

Private  Enterprise  .  . 

19 

69 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  houses  under  construction  at 

31st  December,  1948,  by  Corporation  : — 

Silkmore 

14 

Holmcroft 

34 

Greensome  &  Doxey 

10 

Moss  Pit 

56 

Rising  Brook 

90 

Silkmore  Crescent 

2 

206 


(ii)  Number  of  houses  under  eonstruetion  at 
31st  Deeember,  1948,  by  other 
developers  : — 

English  Eleetrie  Co. 

Ltd.  .  .  .  .  70 

Private  Enterprise  .  .  15 

(e)  (i)  Total  nund^er  of  Permanent  Houses 

erected  by  Corporation  since  end  of 

war  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

(ii)  do.  Temporary  Houses  do. 

(iii)  Total  number  of  Permanent  Houses 

erected  l)y  Private  enterprise  sine(‘ 
end  of  year 

(d)  Total  numbc'r  of  house's  deliniti'ly  planned 
in  addition  to  tliose  alreadv  handed 
over  and  under  eonstruetion  : — 


Moss  Pit  .  .  .  .  26 

Rising  Brook  .  .  140 

Greensome  .  .  .  .  30 

Rickcrscote  .  .  .  .  130 

Colon  Fields  .  .  110 


91 


022 


109 


41 


412 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  table  on  page  23  enumerates  the  visits  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  bakehouses,  fried  fish  shops, 
cowsheds,  dairies,  premises  where  cooked  meats  arc  pre¬ 
pared,  ice  cream  makers,  and  all  shops  where  food  is  sold. 

The  number  of  visits  to  the  (Government  controlled 
slaughterhouse  in  Red  Lion  Street — 792 — indicates  that 
every  effort  was  made  to  achieve  100%  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  there. 

Registration  of  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen. 

Milk  producers  entered  in  register  .  .  .  .  13 

Producer-retailers  entered  in  register  .  .  6 

of  the  above  producers,  10  have  ob¬ 
tained  licences  as  Accredited  Producers 
Wholesale  trader  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  in  the  Borough  .  .  18 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  whose  premises  arc 

outside  the  Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 


Entered  in  the  Register  are  also  8  retailers  of  rnilk 
whieh  is  sold  in  sealed  bottles. 

The  milk  sold  bv  the  wholesale  trader  is  heat  treated. 

The  examination  of  samples  for  baeterial  content  and 
for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 
The  following  results  were  obtained  from  milk  on  sale  in  the 
Borough. 


Designation 

L 

No.  of 
samples 
taken 

Cleanliness 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

T.B. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pass 

Kail 

Pass 

Fail 

Tuberculin  Tested 

() 

() 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

11(a) 

10 

1 

n 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

18(a) 

10 

2 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Accredited 

2 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised  .  . 

1(a) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Undesignated  .  . 

42(b) 

37 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

80 

72 

8 

29 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(a)  No  biological  test 

(b)  No  biological  test  on  IG  samples  as  they  were 

samples  of  heat  treated  milk. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retaifers  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Producek-Retailers  : — 

IMilk  from  own  cows 

5 

Milk  from  cows  of  otlier 
producers 

3 

Retailers  : — 

Dairies  in  Borougli  receiving 
milk  from  cow  keepers  outside 
the  Borough 

10 

Dairies  outside  the  Borough  re¬ 
ceiving  milk  from  cowkeepcrs 
within  the  Borogh  .  . 

2 

Dairies  outside  the  Borough  re¬ 
ceiving  milk  from  cowkcepers 
outside  the  Borough 

6 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — During  the  year 
23  licences  were  issued  to  fit  and  proper  persons  to  slaughter 
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animals  for  human  food.  A  number  of  men  to  whom  licences 
were  granted  were  not  employed  at  slaughterhouses,  but 
include  butchers’  assistants  whose  original  licences  were 
granted  prior  to  1939.  The  latter  group  of  men  are  kept 
on  the  register  to  ensure  the  humane  killing  of  pigs  for 
private  individuals. 

The  following  meat  was  found  to  be  diseased  or  un¬ 
sound  : — 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases  or  Injuries 

Bovines 

Pigs 

Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

Carcases  and  all  organs 

40 

1 

16 

9 

7 

21 

94 

Portions  of  carcases  . . 

5 

— 

13 

2 

6 

11 

37 

Heads 

34 

J 

24 

__ 

2 

- - 

61 

Lungs 

362 

8 

40 

— 

8 

9 

427 

Hearts 

19 

7 

10 

— 

3 

8 

47 

Livers 

46 

8 

1459 

— 

386 

2 

1931 

vSkirts 

12 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Kidneys 

3 

-  - 

6 

- - 

— 

— 

9 

Mesenteries 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Udders 

16 

— 

62 

— 

— 

— 

78 

Melts 

12 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Guts 

7 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Tripes  ' 

10 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

14 

The  percentage  of  cattle  (excluding  calves)  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  was  approximately  12.7%. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  29  tons  16j  cwts.  This  meat  was  disposed 
of  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  is  now  very  low  as  the 
licence  issued  for  bacon  curing  has  been  revoked. 


No.  of  cattle  slaughtered 
„  calves  ,, 

„  sheep 


3,20p 

1,696 

8,832 

619 


151  certificates  were  issued  confirming  the  unfitness  of 
foods  reported  to  the  Department  by  provision  merchants 
in  the  town.  The  principal  items  were  : —  73  tins  meat, 
123  tins  milk,  235  tins  vegetables,  588  tins  fish,  1,256  tins 
and  jars  of  fruit  and  preserves,  58  stones  8lbs.  fish,  and  129 
rabbits.  24  other  certificates  were  issued  for  sundry  items. 


Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  foodstuffs 
exposed  for  sale  in  the  Market. 
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The  Ministry  of  hood  liavc  released  that  portion  of  the 


Market  Hall  held  by  them,  and,  onec  again,  it  has  been 
ineorporated  into  the  market.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this 
opportunity  to  press  for  the  installation  of  wash-hand 
basins  with  hot  and  cold  water.  This  amenity  has  been 
much  appreciated  by  the  stallholders. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


The  following  premises  arc  registered 
Preparation  of  sausages,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  22 

Sale  only  of  ice  cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Sale  of  ice  cream  in  pre-packed  containers  . .  12 

Fish  frying  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Shops  which  are  visited  to  which  Section  13 

applies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  75 


Ice  Cream. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  carried  out  of  premises 
where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  or  sold. 

The  Register  indicates  that  ice  cream  is  sold  by  56 
persons,  and,  of  these,  3  are  makers  of  boiled  mix,  18  make 
a  cold  mix,  and  17  are  restricted,  on  account  of  the  nature 
of  other  trade  carried  out  on  the  premises,  to  the  sale  only 
of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 

Manufacturers,  especially  of  the  boiled  mix,  are  showing 
an  awareness  of  the  importance  of  hygiene,  and  2  makers 
have  installed  modern  machinery. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  samples  of  ice  cream  : — 


Grade  1. 

First 

Samples 

9 

Subsequent 

Samples 

12 

Total 

21 

Grade  2. 

5 

4 

9 

Grade  3. 

3 

4 

7 

Grade  4. 

3 

5 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were 

19  23 

reported  during  the  year. 

42 

31 


SECTION  F. -PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


V accination  Statistics . 

The  number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  in  Staf¬ 
ford  Borough  during  1947  was  364. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

As  this  is  the  first  year  since  1898  that  there  have  been 
no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  a  brief  survey  of  the  incidence  of 
the  disease  in  the  Borough  for  the  last  60  years,  follows  : — 


Years 

1888-97 

1898-07 

1908-17 

1918-27 

1928-37 

1938-47 

Popu-  Min. 

19,300 

20,900 

20,760 

27,076 

28,700 

32,196 

lation  Max. 

21,665 

23,170 

26,342 

29,276 

31,180 

37,750 

Births  Min. 

542 

525 

497 

438 

348 

493 

Max. 

642 

605 

594 

595 

467 

726 

Total 

notified 

cases 

42 

604 

473 

623 

196 

286 

Deaths 

13 

60 

47 

41 

8 

9 

Case 

Mortality 

Rate 

31% 

10% 

10% 

6.6% 

4.1% 

3.1% 

Epidemic 

years 

1900-01- 

1916-17- 

18-19-20 

1928 

1939 

02 

Cases  771 

Cases  82 

Cases  142 

Cases  553 

Deaths  64 

Deaths  2 

Deaths  3 

Deaths77 

1888-1897.  During  this  period  there  were  few  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  which,  however,  were  associated  with  a  high 
mortality,  and  many  years  passed  without  a  notification. 
Almost  one  person  died  out  of  three  contracting  the  disease. 

1898-1907.  The  year  1898  was  the  last  year  in  which 
“  no  case  ”  was  reported,  but  this  was  followed  by  an  out¬ 
break  commencing  in  1900  with  101  cases  and  eighteen 
deaths,  increasing  in  1901  to  330  cases  with  43  deaths — 
decreasing  in  1902  to  122  cases  and  16  deaths,  and  followed 
by  a  lessening  number  of  cases  throughout  the  remaining 
period.  At  this  time  (1900),  the  Medical  Officei  reported 
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that  provision  had  to  be  made  for  the  admission  of  cases  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  that  all  the  cases  admitted  to 
Hospital  received  Antitoxin.  Approximately  50%  of  the 
cases  were  treated  in  Hospital.  During  this  period  1  in  10 
died  of  those  who  contracted  the  disease. 

1908-1917.  From  1908-1917  for  the  first  three  j^ears  a 
few  cases  were  reported  each  year,  but  in  1911  onwards 
cases  increased  to  double  figures  annuallv  until  1917  when  a 
sharp  rise  occurred,  282  cases  being  notified  with  23  deaths. 
The  mortality  rate  was  still  1  in  10. 

1918-1927.  The  fourth  period  saw  an  extension  of  the 
epidemic  of  1917  mentioned  above  with,  in  1918,  273  cases 
and  13  deaths;  in  1919,  101  cases  and  12  deaths,  and  in  1920, 
93  cases  and  10  deaths.  Idiereafter  the  epidemic  diminished 
to  twent}"  or  more  eases  reported  annually  with  a  lower 
mortality,  i.e.,  1  in  1(>. 

1928-1937.  The  next  ten  years  disclose  a  state  of 
continued  sporadic  cases,  which  in  1928  mounted  up  to  a 
small  epidemic  of  82  cases  with  2  deaths.  Approximately 
1  in  25  died. 

1938-1947.  In  1938  a  few  cases  only  of  Diphtheria 
were  reported,  but  in  February,  1939,  and  commencing  as  an 
outbreak  in  a  local  factory,  it  spread  throughout  the  town 
until  a  total  of  142  cases  had  been  notified  with  3  deaths. 
Prior  to  this  outbreak,  the  usual  strains  of  the  causal 
organism  of  the  disease  had  been  confined  to  Mitis  and 
Intermedins,  but  the  strain  now  predominant  was  Gravis. 
By  promptly  erecting  a  temporary  hut  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  it  was  possible  to  accommodate  approximately 
85%  of  the  cases.  In  1940,  the  number  of  cases  dropped  to 
34  with  2  deaths,  and  for  the  remaining  jnars  the  disease 
became  sporadic.  During  this  ten  year  period,  of  those 
suffering  from  the  disease,  one  in  30  died. 

Immunisation  against  the  disease  was  first  introduced 
by  the  Health  Committee  in  1927.  For  the  first  five  years 
the  public  did  not  respond,  but  gradually  the  number 
increased  so  that  610  children  had  been  immunised  by  1936. 
In  1936,  338  acceptances  were  dealt  with.  Up  to  the  end  of 
1948,  a  total  of  8,209  children  received  protective  doses. 

Actual  figures  for  1948  were  609  children  immunised, 
and  265  children  received  a  second  course  of  protection 
usually  prior  to  entry  to  School.  (See  table  overleaf). 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION,  1948 


School 

1 

Immunised 

i 

Children 

re-immunised 

St.  Austin’s  . 

2 

15 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue  . 

12 

G1 

Forebridge . 

9  j 

13 

Corporation  St.  Infants 

24  I 

31 

I^ittleworth  . . 

1 

1 

Tenter  Banks  . 

13 

16 

Holmeroft  . 

12 

27 

Stone  Road  . 

20 

17 

St.  Patrick’s  .lunior  .  . . 

6  ! 

8 

Rising  Brook . 

10  1 

1 

36 

Welfare  Centre  . 

395  1 

30 

General  Practitioners  . . 

104 

8 

Day  Nursery . 

2  i 

2 

Total . 

609 

265 

Since  1940  A.P.T.  has  been  used  for  the  immunisation 
of  children,  but  older  children  and  adolescents  receive  in¬ 
jections  of  T.A.F.  Both  are  now  available  from  Govern¬ 
ment  sources. 

The  State  of  Immunisation. — At  the  end  of  1948  it 
was  estimated  that  40.3%  of  children  under  five  and  95.8% 
of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  had  been  immunised. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  164  cases  notified  in  1948,  as  against  69  in 
the  previous  year. 

There  was  more  than  one  ease  in  one  family  in  13 
instances.  There  was  1  “return”  case. 

Poliomyelitis. 

There  was  one  case — the  patient  was  also  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  case  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Dysentery. 

Four  cases  in  private  houses  were  reported. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Two  of  the  four  cases  notified  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 
Two  occurred  in  Maternity  Homes. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  twenty-eight  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified 
with  one  death.  These  figures  relate  only  to  cases  of 
Actual  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 


Erysipelas. 

Six  cases  were  notified.  None  were  admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  eases  were  notified  dnrinjy  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 

Analysis  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the  ealendar 
year,  1948  ; — 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Deaths 

Nor 

Respiratory  Respir 

1- 

atory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45 — 55 
55—65 

65  and  over 

1 

3 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

T  otal<s  .... 

16 

6 

6 

4 

7 

2 

1 

Ten  year 

average, 

21.9 

15.6 

7.7 

5.3 

12.6 

7.8 

2.8 

1.7 

pre-war 

(1929-39) 

\ 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  were  : — 
Respiratory,  0.23;  Non-respiratory,  0.03.  Total,  0.26. 


The  “  Balanee  Sheet  ”  for  the  Register  may  be  given  as 
follows  ; — 


On  Register  at  Jan.  1  . 

181 

Deaths 

*11 

Notifieations  .  . 

32 

Recovered 

.  7 

Transfers 

4 

Removed 

2 

Re-notified 

1 

Transferred  in  error  .  . 

1 

On  Register  at  Dec.  31 

197 

218 

*1  death  was  due 

218 

— 

to  other  causes. 

Notification. — There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  persons  who  had  not  been  notified  as  suffering 
from  the  disease. 

The  average  interval  elapsing  between  notification  and 
death  was  33  months. 


Admissions  to  and  discharges  from  institutions  were 


notified  as  follows  : — 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Prestwood  Sanatorium 

2  . . 

2 

Groundslow  Sanatorium 

2 

— 

The  Limes,  Himley 

1 

— 

Wordsley  Institution 

1 

1 

Lichfield  Institution 

1 

— 

Newcastle  Isolation  Hospital 

2 

] 

Health  Visiting. — The  Health  Visitors  paid  93  visits 
to  tuberculous  persons. 

Scabies  and  Lousiness. 

As  reported  in  previous  years,  the  County  Education 
Authority  carry  out  verminous  and  cleanliness  inspections, 
but,  for  the  Borough  as  a  whole,  a  scheme  is  in  operation 
whereby  cases  of  Scabies  are  referred  by  their  own  Doctors 
to  the  District  Nurses  who  treat  the  whole  familv  with 
Benzyl  Benzoate  Emulsion  provided  by  the  Council.  Last 
year  G  households,  involving  31  persons  including  contacts, 
were  treated.  If  necessary,  bedding  and  clothing  are  steam 
disinfected. 

If  treatment  cannot  be  carried  out  in  the  home, 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception  and  cleansing 
of  cases  at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

Disinfection. 

A  Washington  Lyon  steam  disinfector  is  used  for 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  have  been  exposed  to  infec¬ 
tion,  or  have  been  infested  with  vermin. 

Lots  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  .  .  23 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  .  .  8 

MORTUARY. 

*  A  cold  cell  for  three  bodies  has  been  installed,  and  a 
portion  of  the  building  has  been  screened  off  and  decorated 
as  a  viewing  room.  A  further  amenity  agreed  upon  by  the 
Health  Committee,  but  not  yet  installed,  is  a  heating  unit. 
Bodies  dealt  with  at  the  Public  Mortuary  are  classi¬ 


fied  as  follows  : — 

Borough  residents  . 20 

Non-residents  who  died  in  the  Borough.  ...  3 

Brought  in  from  outside  Borough .  13 

Non-civilians  .  2 

—38 

Post-mortem  examinations  .  23 


I'able  1. — Births  and  Stillbirtlis 


Year 

tAFFORD 

BOROUGH. 

Birtli  Rate 
for  Smaller 
Towns  of 
Fngland 
and  Wales 

Total 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

1989  . . 

516 

15.8 

20 

37 

15.0 

1940  . . 

540 

15.8 

18 

28 

14.0 

1941  .. 

590 

15.8 

24 

89 

14.2 

1942  . . 

007 

18.0 

18 

20 

15.8 

1948  . . 

001 

18.3 

28 

38 

10.5 

1944  . . 

720 

20.7 

19 

26 

17.0 

1945  . . 

085 

18.8 

18 

27 

T9. 2 

1940  . . 

085 

19.4 

20 

80 

21 .8 

1947  . . 

708 

19.7 

19 

20 

22.2 

1948  . . 

680 

18.2 

23 

82 

19.2 

Tabic  2.- 


Iiil’ant  mortality  for  1948  and  previous  ten  years 


Year 

Births 

Under  one  month 

Under 

one  year 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000  births 

1988  . . 

498 

21 

43 

80 

00 

1989  . . 

510 

24 

40 

80 

()9 

1940  . . 

540 

18 

88 

80 

55 

1941  .. 

590 

12 

20 

20 

42 

1942  . . 

607 

25 

87 

85 

52 

1948  .. 

001 

17 

25 

80 

45 

1944  .. 

720 

15 

21 

20 

27 

1945  . . 

035 

19 

29 

80 

47 

1940  . . 

085 

10 

28 

27 

89 

1947  . . 

703 

14 

19 

24 

34 

Average 

for  1 0  years 

021 

18.1 

29 . 0 

28.8 

47.0 

1948  . . 

080 

11 

16 

19 

'  27 

87 


Tabic  .*3. — Birth-rates,  Dcatli-l’ates,  Analysis  of  Mortalit}^ 
IMatcrnal  ^Mortality,  and  Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious 

Diseases. 


England 

148 

and 

Smaller 

STAFFORD 

Wales 

Towns 

1948 

1947 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Populat 

ion  : — 

Live  J3irllis  . 

17.9 

19.2 

18.2 

19.7 

Still  Births . 

0.42 

0.43 

0.61 

0.53 

DEATHS. 

All  Causes . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

10.8 

10.7 

9.1 

11.7 

Polioencephalitis  . 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

— 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

— 

Small-pox  . 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— • 

Pneumonia . 

0.41 

0.36 

0.26 

0.42 

Whooping  Cough . 

0.02 

0.02 

— 

— ■ 

Diphtheria . 

0.00 

0.00 

— ■ 

0.03 

Influenza . 

0.03 

0.04 

0.05 

0.08 

Tuberculosis . 

0.51 

0.46 

0.26 

0.56 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

Acute  Polioencephalitis . 

0.00 

0.00 

— . 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Small-pox  . 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 .71 

1.82 

4.36 

1.94 

Diphtheria . 

0.08 

0.09 

— 

0.11 

Typhoid  Fever . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

— • 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

0.21 

0.21 

0.16 

0.11 

Pneumonia  . 

0.73 

0.60 

0.74 

0.73 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Whooping  Cough . 

3.42 

3.31 

4.15 

3.54 

Measles  . 

9.34 

8.84 

4.44 

16.91 

Rates  p 

er  1,000 

Live  Bi 

rths 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  En- 

34 

32 

27 

34 

teritis  under  two  years  of  age 

3.3 

2.1 

1.4 

4.2 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Births  (L 

ive  and 

Still):— 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

Abortion  with  sepsis  . 

0.11 

Not 

avail- 

— • 

— 

Abortion  without  sepsis . 

Pnprnpra.l  infppfinns  . 

0.05 

0.13 

- - 

- - 

able 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

0.73 

1.41 

1.38 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Puerperal  Fever . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . j 

6.89 

4.71 

5.64 

8.31 

The  rates  apply  to  the  civilian  population  only. 

The  148  Smaller  Towns  have  resident  populations  of 
25,000  to  50,000  ;  Stafford  is  one  of  these. 


Table  4. — Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers . 

1 

1 

_ 

Tubereulosis  of  respiratory  system . 

9 

7 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tubereulosis . 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitie  Disease . 

1 

1 

Influenza  . 

2 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

1 

Caneer  of  bueeal  cavity  and  cesophagus 

(Males  only)  . 

o 

2 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum . 

7 

5 

2 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

4 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites . 

37 

19 

18 

Diabetes . 

1 

1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . . 

40 

21 

19 

Heart  Disease  . 

119 

57 

62 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system . . 

17 

9 

8 

Bronchitis  . 

16 

12 

4 

Pneumonia  . 

10 

6 

4 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

3 

1 

2 

Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

5 

4 

1 

Diarrhoea  (Under  two  years  of  age)  .... 

1 

1 

• — ■ 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

3 

2 

1 

Nephritis  . 

8 

4 

4 

Maternal  causes  other  than  puerperal 

or  post  abortive  sepsis  . 

1 

— 

1 

Premature  birth  . 

7 

2 

5 

Congenital  'malformations,  birth  injury, 

'  infantile  disease  . 

4 

4 

_ 

Suicide  . 

6 

3 

3 

Road  Traffic  accidents  . 

9 

8 

1 

Other  violent  causes  . 

6 

(i 

All  other  causes  . 

22 

13 

9 

Total  Deaths  . 

345 

183 

162 

Ward  distribution  of  deaths  : — 

North,  66  ;  South,  81  ;  East,  71  ;  West,  88  ;  Bas- 
wieh,  39. 


Table  5.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED  IN  1948. 
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i  1 
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::  1 

;ti 

Gen. 

Infirm. 

1  ! 

"  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

Marston 

Road 

Hosp. 

1  i 

H  W 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

i  1 

1  1 

1  1 

Case  Distribution  as  to  Wards 

1  ... 

Baswich 

1  1 

1  1 

11 

o  1 

o  , 

1  1 

1 

West 

O  1 

CO  1 

1 
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SI 
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1 

"  1  1 
1 

^  i 

H  1 
<N  1 

A  t 
all 
Ages 

M 

00  M 

1 

M  W  1 

1 

"  1 

1 

o  1 

VO  1 

U-)  1 

M 

Notifiable  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

1  Pneumonia  . Cases  ... 

1  Deaths 

Typhoid  Fever  Cases  . . 

Deaths 

Poliomyelitis  . Cases  ... 

]i)euths 

Dysentery . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Erysipelas . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Measles . Cases  ... 

Deaths 

Whooping  Cough  ...Cases  ... 

Deaths 

40 


INDEX 


Adoption 

19 

Ambulance  Facilities  . , 

11 

Ante-natal  Care 

13 

Area  of  Borough 

6 

Baby  Day 

12 

Bed  Bugs 

25 

Births  . ,  . .  7, 

9,  37 

Closet  Accommodation 

21 

Day  Nursery 

16 

Deaths  . .  . .  8, 

9,  39 

Dental  Treatment 

15 

Diphtheria 

32 

,,  Immunisation 

34 

Disinfection 

36 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

21 

Dysentery 

34 

Erysipelas 

35 

Factory  Act 

24 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

31 
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